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SV RECULAR MATL AND FAX

Re: Support of Consumer Products Proposal for the Reduetion of VOC limits for automotive asrosol cleaning
products te 10% VOC.

Dear Air Resonurces Board:

Flease accent this comment letter from The San Francisco Department of Public Health (SFDPH), Occupational
and Environmental Health Section in support of lowering VOC limits for automotive aerosol cleaning products.
SEDFH has pioneered the local effort to integrate regulstory compliance with sustainable practices. The result is
Twn sustainahie business awards programs- the Department of Public Health Clean and Green Program end the

- San Francisco Green Business Program. Both programs work with San Francisco businesses to ensure
environmental compliance and educate businesses on toxics reduction, pollution prevention and resource
conservation. The Hezardous Marerlals Unified Program Agency is the Environmental Regulatory Branch of
the SFDPH and is responsibie for over 2,400 San Franeisco businesses including auto repair shops,
manufacturers, printers, gas stations, hotels and hospitals using hazardous materials znd/or generating
hazardous waste.

SFDPH strongly urges the California Afr Resources Board to adopt legisiation to reduce the volatile organic
compound (VOC) limits for autemotive acrosol cleaming products in the Consumer Products Regulation to

10% VOC for the categories of brake cleaning, general purpose cleaning, engine degreasing and earburetor and
fuel injection system cleaning. In the San Francisco Bay Area, the BAAQMD has disallowed stationary solvent
parts washers exceading 50 g/liter VOCs. Ass result, auto repair shops have significantly reduced VOCs

The principal uman heaith and environmental benefits from a reduction to 10% VOC will occur due 1o
reductions in ground level concentrations of ozone outdoors and levels of VOC exposure indoors. The solvents
of most concern include, but are not limited to toluene, xylenes, n-hexane, ethyl benzene, benzene and various
other petroleum hydrocarbons, ll of which are nenrotoxins and most of which are Proposition 65 listed
chemicals and canse ehronic heaith effects or are classified as Toxic Air Contaminants, At high concentrations,
VOCs have noticeably toxic effects, some which very by composition. but which include neurological effects in
all cuses. Chronic exposure to VOCS can be linked to cancer, liver and kidney damape. Direct toxicity from
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VOCs is primarily an indoor air poliution and occupational hazard, Reductions in VOCs in' cleaners will help -
raduce the excess exposure of workers, thereby reducing acute and chronic health problems for the workers -
exposed. - : :

The health impacts of these high VOC solvents affect not-only the workers indoors, but also the nejghboring
communites. In such an urbanized setting such as San Francisco, it is common to have businesses adjacent to
residences, thus potentially impacting the air quality of the entire seighborhood. Community heaith impacts are
of particular concem in environmental justice neighborhoods where we see many service oriented businesses
such 2s auto repair shops. In low levels, the health effects of VOC include dizziness, respiratory irritations and
nausea. Persons with respiratory problems such as asthma, young children, elderly, and persens with heightened
sensitivity to chemicals may be more susceptible to illness from VOC exposure. In San Francisco, kigh rates of -
asthma tend to geographically coincide with the location of industrial and light industrial businesses. By
lowering limits of VOCs in aerosols, exposure concentrations that lead to nepative Health outcomes could be
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Thers are simple and inexpensive technologies could significantly reduce the excess exposure of workers =nd zt
risk communities to the health impacts of VOCs. Altemative low VOO cleaners have proven to be effective
substinites for their high VOC counterparts, although they are not yet readily available in the San Francisco area
in an asrosol form. Water-based, soy-based and acatone-based aerosol cleaners have been studied in Southem
California and have been shown to be effective cleaners. The regulation requiring the reduction of VOCs will
alzn infrednee inmovations in creating safer products for workers and communities,

We nrge the Board to pass this legislation to reduce VOCs in acrosols to 10% as soon a8 possibie. Just 3 years
420, aqucous stationary parts washers were desmed cutting edge in the San Francisco Bay Area. They are now
readily accepted by the auto repair industry as safer, less polluting and effective. If VOC limits were lowered to
10% with effective alternative products available, this industry and neighboring communities would greatly
benefit from reduced exposure to these unnecessary solvents. Withow this legislation we are sesing [ittle
change in the constituents of asrosols. If manufacturers were required to reformulate their products to mest
CARB VOC limite, safer alternatives would be more available for businesses.. In Southern California these
solvents have been proven effective, we would like fo see thie transition in Northern California as soon as

poasible.

If vou would like to discuss this further, please contact me at (415) 252-3907.

Sincerely,

VS

Virginia St Jeam, CIH
Industrial Hygienist

SFUFH FPollution Prevention Manzger
Occupational and Environmental Heaith Section
Dept. of Public Health

San Francisco, CA 94102
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